
O c t o b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 9 3

Mr.  AIan G.  Schwartz ,  Chai rman
Boston Landmarks Commission
c i t y  Ha l I
B o s t o n ,  M A  O 2 2 O L

Dear Mr.  Schwartz  :

RE: Anes Bui ld ing and Flour and Grain Exchange gui ld ing

The Boston Preservat ion ALl iance enthusiast ical ly supports the
designation of both the Ames Buitding at One Court Square and the
Flour and & Grain Exchange Bui ld ing at  L77 Mi lk Street.

The Ames Bui ld ing: As Boston's f i rst  skyscraper,  the Ames
Bui ld ing is  one o f  our  C i ty 's  most  prominent  and s ign i f icant  o f f ice
bu i ld ings.  I t  i s  the second ta l les t  masonry  bu i ld ing in  Amer ica,
surpassed only by the impressive Monadnock Bui ld ing of  Chicago.
Designed by the nat ional ly prominent archi tectural  f i rm of Shepley,
Rutan and Cool idge in the Richardson Romanesgue style,  the
Ames Bui ld ing has dist inct  arched windows with tal l  p ier columns
and Byzant ine detai l ing creat ing a strongr v isual  anchor at  the
corner of  Court  Street and the Washington MaII .  This bui ld ing
certainly meets the cr i ter ia for a Boston Landmark.

The Flour and Grain Exchange guilding:
This unusual three sided structure is one of Boston's most
impressive bui ld ings. The Worcester quarry grani te facade is
detai led by dist inct  and wel l  def ined Romanesque features.
Constructed in J-892 for the Chamber of Commerce, the Flour and
Grain Exchanger Buitding has an unusual cyl indr ical  turret  and is
topped with triangular att ic dormers. The Chamber of Commerce
played a major role in the promotion and regulat ion of  Boston's
trade and commercial  h istory.  Designed and constructed by the
prominent Boston f i rm of Shepley, Rutan and Cool idge this bui ld ing
i s  o f  na t i ona l  s ign i f i cance .
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The Boston Preservat ion Al t iance urges the Boston Landmarks
Commission to designate both the Ames Bui ld ing and the Flour and
Grain Exchange as Roston Landmarks. Although the buildings
current ly are being wel l  maintained by their  respect ive owners,
Landmark designat ion would ensure their  future contr ibut ion to the
Ci ty  o f  Boston and i ts  c i t i zens.

S ince re l y ,

Susan Park
Pres ident


